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It is no doubt that entries are the most eminent elements in a dictionary, which 
should be given special attention and careful handling. This is of course beyond any 
reproach, even appears to be the right and proper thing for lexicographers to do. 
However, controversies come out regarding this situation: a dictionary is comprised of 
not only the main body but many supporting parts such as editorial notes, preface, 
user’s guide, abbreviations and appendices. How should these parts be treated 
properly? What we find is always disappointing that users seldom realize that they 
could also find some useful information in dictionary appendices besides dictionary 
entries. Lexicographers are also confronted by many problems while compiling the 
appendices: is it necessary that every dictionary be accompanied by appendices? 
Where is the proper location of appendices? What are the differences between the 
appendix and the index? Should appendix be indicated in the dictionary menu? 
Should appendices use another pagination system different from the dictionary text? 
What is the proper quantity of dictionary appendices? These questions are always 
haunting around lexicographers as well as confusing dictionary users. In the last few 
decades lexicographic theories have gained substantial development, but few of them 
address the problems of dictionary appendices. The present writer has conducted a 
mini survey in the database of China Journal Full-text Database, only to find a dozen 
papers dealing with appendices among thousands of pieces of papers contributed to 
lexicography. However, among these ten some papers, most of them are reviews of 
appendices in a particular dictionary. Few papers touch on problems of dictionary 
appendices systemically and specially. 
Despite the ignorance dictionary appendices have suffered in the past, it plays an 
important complementary role in a dictionary in several aspects. Appendices could be 
utilized to add encyclopedic information to a dictionary. At the same time, appendices 














It can also reconstruct the knowledge network which is split by the alphabetical 
arrangement of entries. Because appendices enjoy such freedom and are at the editor’s 
disposal in the editorial format and materials selection, the appendix is more like “a 
private plot” for the compilers: well-cultivated, it will add luster to a dictionary; 
ill-managed, defame the whole dictionary. 
This paper puts forwards some of the author’s own ideas after investigating large 
amount of dictionary appendices. Besides, this paper also discriminates several terms 
which are close in meaning such as “back matters”, “index” and “appendix” which for 
a long time confuse editors and users alike. This discrimination also lays the 
foundation which this paper is based upon. After plenty of exploration, this paper 
concludes some common features, typology and coverage of appendices and proposes 
several principles that compilers should abide by while editing the appendices 
materials. Due to subjectivity and freedom in appendices compiling, the review of 
appendices can not be devoid of this subjectivity, which makes the review for 
dictionary appendices rather difficult and allows for different interpretations. This 
paper studies the relationships between some correlatives and dictionary appendices 
and puts forward a three-step procedure to evaluate the quality of appendices. 
Departing from the features of each dictionary, this procedure sets out first to evaluate 
the quantity and coverage of appendices according to the scale and scope of the 
dictionaries. And the third step is to check the relevance of each appendix. This 
procedure efficiently avoids the subjectivity at the very first stage of evaluation. This 
paper also checks the validity of this procedure by applying it to evaluate the 
appendices of three dictionaries. it is proved that this procedure can avoid subjectivity 
to some extent, while it also has some limitations. For the correlatives used in this 
procedure are not clear-cut scales but an overlapping area with a fuzzy intermediate 
zone. And at the third step some subjectivity could also influence the judgment of 
reviewers. Further studies are needed in solving these problems. 
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The Statement of the Problem 
In a dictionary, the dominating part is the dictionary text which is composed by 
great number of entries. Other parts of a dictionary are viewed as secondary and 
peripheral. However, these supporting parts sometime have a deciding impact over 
people’s judgment of a dictionary. Sadly, these parts have always fall into oblivion by 
lexicographers and dictionary users alike. Though large numbers of literature dealing 
with dictionaries flooded into markets, journals and papers in the past few decades, 
only a very small portion of them discussed such matters as user guide, preface in the 
front matter of a dictionary or appendices in the back matter. People’s ignorance 
towards these parts has given rise to many problems. One major problem is the 
confusion regarding dictionary appendices in many respects, such as its definition, 
status and so on.  
For a long time in the history of lexicography no serious thoughts had ever been 
given to the dictionary appendices. Appendices were just attached to a dictionary, 
guided by convenience and convention, and were most of the time commercial 
undertakings rather than scholarly achievements. Lexicographers did not make a 
sincere effort to devote themselves to the compiling of dictionary appendices. Recent 
decades have witnessed the quick development of theory and practice in the 
compiling of dictionaries, however, when it comes to the dictionary appendices, the 
mind of lexicographers seems invariably to be anchored in the convention. Thus, 
dictionary users would not be amazed when he found the Periodic Table of Chemical 
Elements in almost every dictionary appendices of all times. 
Lexicographers’ neglect has led to many problems in dictionary appendices, 
which can be summarized as follows: 
Many lexicographers consider appendices as something not essential to the 















much confusion arises in the dictionary structure that even experts can not tell 
whether appendix is an indispensable part of a dictionary.  
The eternal problem that confronts lexicographers is that the compiling of 
appendices requires subjective analysis, arbitrary decisions, and intuitive reasoning, 
which are difficult to judge by objective standards. Lexicographers claim that 
lexicography is not a scientific activity but an art which cannot abide by a unified 
methodology. In the words of Gove: lexicography is not yet a science. It may never be. 
It is an intricate and subtle and sometimes over-powering art. (Gove, 1967: 7) The 
same is true in the selection of appendix contents. The selection of each piece of 
material may have different interpretation by different compilers. 
Another problem confronts both users and compilers is that the dissymmetry of 
expectations about the appendices between compilers and users. Users often grumble 
about that the materials in the appendix are not what they need while what they need 
are not included in the appendix at all; compilers complain that their efforts in 
choosing the appropriate materials for the appendix haven’t been given due attention 
for the users seldom take pains to savor the essence of why the compilers attach these 
materials to the end of a dictionary.  
The need for the study 
The neglect of appendices is beginning to wane when some scholars began to 
show concern over dictionary appendices. During the last decades there has been a 
great deal of urging to explore some principles that compilers should abide by when 
they are editing appendices. Consequently more attention has been drawn to this area, 
in which, the following examples are some illustration of lexicographic exploration: 
Some case studies have been carried out on dictionary appendices. Liu Kaifang 
has investigated several dictionary appendices to discuss the functions of appendices 
(刘凯芳, 1997). Zen Dongjng elaborated the quality standard of comprehensive 
English-Chinese language dictionaries by case studying the appendices of The 
English-Chinese Dictionary (曾东京, 2004). Other scholars expressed their opinions 
on appendices of a particular dictionary. Their views, to a great extent, originated 















toward the same dictionary appendix may contradict with each other. However, these 
studies are confined largely to case studies without special interest in setting a 
standardized procedure to judge the quality of dictionary appendices. And seldom did 
they see the importance of user-training in boosting the full use of dictionary 
appendices.  
This paper is written to meet a practical need. An urgent reason for selecting the 
topic stemmed from the observation that little research has been carried out on 
dictionary appendices. A survey of literature shows that among thousands of 
literatures dealing with lexicography only about ten papers are concerning about 
dictionary appendices. In 2005, a master’s thesis was written about the potential 
information value of appendices from the perspective of informatics (乐庆玲, 2005), 
and it is time to have other study dealing with dictionary appendices from the 
perspective of lexicography, which will systemically study the definition, function, 
characteristics of appendices and also concludes some common problems among 
present appendices, proposing a three-step evaluation procedure to judge appendices 
according to some principles that appendices should follow, a general study of 
user-training as well. It is hoped that this paper will shed some light on those 
dictionary compilers, reviewers and, after all, the users. 
Scope and Limitations of the Study 
With this goal in view, numerous dictionary appendices have been studied 
carefully and their common features examined. Their characteristics have been 
studied in detail and major problems of appendices have been identified. Solutions 
have been sought. Throughout the paper, special efforts have been made in Chapter 
Four to provide some workable procedures to gauge the quality of dictionary 
appendices.  
Chapter one discriminates several definitions which are close in meaning with 
appendix and sometimes confuse users. By drawing a clear line between back matter, 
index and supplement, the study scope of this paper is then obvious. Besides, the 
functions of appendices have also been explored. 
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